Cardiac enzyme changes in myxedema coma.
A 74-year-old man with myxedema and hypothermia had increased activities in plasma of creatine kinase (CK; EC 2.7.3.2), aspartate aminotransferase (AST; EC 2.6.1.1), and lactate dehydrogenase (LD; EC 1.1.1.27) and increased proportions of CK-MB (up to 20% of total CK) and LD1 isoenzymes, but no clinical or investigational evidence of associated myocardial infarction. This case illustrates that plasma enzyme activity and isoenzyme profiles in such clinical settings should be interpreted with caution, because increases in CK-MB and LD1 may relate to myxedema coma or hypothermia (or both) rather than to myocardial infarction.